
Email: 
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Cape River Heritage 

Museum: A History 

 

 

The first men to work for the Fire De-

partment were not paid; they worked 

entirely on a volunteer basis, which 

was not uncommon for the time. Many 

small communities in Southeast Mis-

souri still rely on volunteer fire-

fighters today. 

Mayor John albert headed the volun-

teers.  He donated $1000 to the Fire 

Department to buy the necessary 

equipment. 

Later, the Fire Department was given 

enough money to pay full-time employ-

ees and to construct living quarters 

for the firefighters. 

The men behind the building 

C a p e  R i v e r  h e r i ta ge  

m u s e u m  

538 Independence 

Cape Girardeau, Missouri 

Cap e Ri v er He r ita ge Mu seu m  

5 3 8  Indep end enc e St .  

Cap e Gi rard eau ,  M isso u r i  



T h e  M u s e u m  -  

A  B r i e f  H i s t o r y  

 

The building at 538 Independence 

Street was originally constructed as a 

combination courthouse, jail, police 

and fire station on land donated by the 

Lorimier family.  Edward F. Regenhardt 

put in a low bid of $7243 and construc-

tion began in August of 1908, finishing 

in 1909.  The prison cells on the sec-

ond floor were constructed by the 

Pauley Jail Company. 

Later, a garage was added to the rear 

of the building to house the pump 

wagon.  The horses were kept in a sta-

ble behind the building.  Further con-

struction added a second story above 

the garage, an additional garage on the 

east side, and later a final two-story 

addition to the rear of the building 

brought it to its present shape. 

Eventually  the building was given over 

entirely to the fire department. 

A  T o ur  o f  t he  Bu i l di n g  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 - This room was originally divided into 

offices for the Fire and Police chiefs 

and the Fire Inspector. 

2 - Dispatch Office.  The dispatcher’s sta-

tion sat in the center of this room. 

3 - this area originally had a door leading 

outside.  The bathroom was added later. 

4 - Dispatcher’s Living Quarters. 

5 - Dispatcher’s Restroom.  The Dis-

patcher could look into the garage from 

the window, and raise and lower the 

door. 

6 - Garage.  The floors in this room were 

originally marble, which was removed be-

cause it was too slippery for the horses. 

7 - Garage.  The painted rectangles on the 

floor in this room show where the rear 

wheels of the ladder truck in room 6 

would have rested. the Fire Dispatcher’s 

desk was originally located here. 

8 - Garage.  The service truck was kept in 

this room. 

A Tour of the Building (Cont’d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 - This room was originally the court-

room.  Prison cells were located along 

the east wall.  Later, it became the train-

ing room and general quarters for the 

firemen. 

2 - Kitchen.  This room looks much as it did 

when the building was used as a fire sta-

tion. 

3 - This area was the living quarters for 

the Assistant Fire Chief. 

4 - The closets in this room were used by 

the firemen to store their clothes and 

personal belongings. 

5 - Firemen’s bathrooms and showers. 

6 - Dormitory.  The firemen’s sleeping 

bunks would have been located in this 

room.  The fire pole in Area 6 below leads 

to this room. 

Later, the prison was moved into the base-

ment of the building.  Tours of this area 

are available. 

First Floor 
Second Floor 


